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The wind turbine is a complex structure. Although there is no single approach and there is variability in the commercial

designs, a typical WTB is a thin-walled multi-cellular hollow airfoil shaped cross-section. For its manufacture, a number of

materials and material systems are used for structural purposes (fibre composites and sandwich composite systems) as well

as aesthetic purposes (primers, UV gel coats, paint, etc).

The potential causes of wind turbine blade failures can be classified into the following four categories:

1. damage from lightning;

2. failures due to fatigue;

3. leading edge erosion;

4. damage from icing.

The types of damage caused to wind turbine blades—originating from the above four different sources—along with their

significance to the turbine’s performance and secure operation, are detailed in the following sub-sections.

wind turbine blade damage  lightning  leading edge erosion  icing effect  de-icing

anti-icing methods  fatigue loads

1. Damage from Lightning

The annual average frequency of lightning outages in Europe was between 3.9% and 8.0% from 1991 to 1998 . In Japan,

this figure was around 10–20% from 2002 to 2006 . The recorded frequency of lightning outages implies a considerable

probability of lightning strikes in wind turbines. According to , approximately 6% of wind turbines in Denmark and Germany

could expect to be damaged annually by lightning strikes from 1992 to 1997. In a region in south central Texas in U.S.A., with

an approximate frequency of 5–6 lightning strikes per km  per year over a 3-year period, about 5% of the wind turbines with

1.5 MW rated power at a specific wind park experienced lightning damage to their blades . Conclusively, according to field

observations, wind turbines experience a significant number of lightning strikes during their lifetime .

The most frequent damage from lightning occurs on the WTBs . More than 88% of lightning attachments occur

within the outermost 1 m of the blade tip, where the thickness of the surface skin is around 2–10 mm. Yet, increasing risk of

inboard puncture is also noted  with regard to the rest of the blade. Experimental results have shown that WTB rotation

enhances the triggering of lightning .

Current lightning air-termination systems for rotor blades are designed to withstand about 98% of lightning strikes.

Consequently, there is still a risk of local damage, particularly at the attachment point . Such occurrences are

caused in cases where the lightning conductor does not conduct as designed, causing lightning to create a shock wave in the

blade’s inner space, due to air or internally concentrated moisture expansion, or both. The imposed over-pressures can stress

the blade to subsequent failure .
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Damage from lightning to wind turbine blades strongly depends on the structural materials. According to relevant experiments,

polyvinyl chloride (PVC) and polyethylene terephthalate (PET) suffered pyrolysis and cracks inside when tested under severe

temperature and increasing pressure strikes, while in cases of balsa wood blades, fibre breakage and large areas of

delamination between the wooden material and the resin layer have been observed .

The most common types of damage in wind turbine blades caused by lightning strikes are as follows :

Delamination: Delamination is normally caused by the localised build-up of pressure and abrupt expansion of the lightning arc

column, combined with the structural degradation of the resin (due to incineration or overheating) between the laminate plies

due to the temperature of the lightning channel. This causes the plies of the laminate to detach from each other (Figure 1).

Usually, lightning-induced delamination is accompanied by punctures and burns on the laminate near the point of impact.

Although delamination mainly occurs close to the blade tip, it can be found at any position between the blade tip and the hub.

Figure 1.  Delamination and burn at the conductor’s edge point on the wind turbine’s blade. Typical wear due to lightning

strike.

The main problem with delamination is that it creates favourable conditions for the onset and development of cracks. This is

especially troublesome in wind turbine blades, because of the fatigue loading that the structure is subjected to.

Debonding: Debonding consists of a localized separation of the upper and lower shells of the blade. It is usually present at the

tip or at the trailing edge in the outer few meters of the blade (Figure 2). Usually debonding is caused because the heat

generated from the lightning expands the air inside the blade, thus creating internal pressure. The vaporisation of condensed

moisture trapped inside the blade can intensify this phenomenon. Debonding is mainly located very close to the tip of the

blade, in distances lower than 1 m. However, there can be cases of shell debonding traced in distances up to 6 m from the tip.

This is attributed to the fact that the blade is more robust near the hub, and therefore the expansion of air is not usually

sufficient to cause the separation of the shells. Additionally, the blade tips are more likely to attract lightning.
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Figure 2. Shell debonding of around 1 m length, starting at 40 cm from the blade’s tip (left photo) and extending 60 cm in

length (right photo).

It is noteworthy, that the concept of debonding usually refers to large scales (blade shells) compared to delamination (plies),

while in materials science the reverse is true. In materials science, debonding usually refers to the events of failure of

physical, chemical or mechanical forces that hold the interface between the fibre and the matrix together. Thus, in that context

it refers to an interface between components of a ply (laminate). The delamination refers to the next level of the structure,

which is the breakage of the interface between the laminates.

Shell detachment: The shell detachment consists of several meters of one or both shells completely detached from the load

carrying structure (Figure 3). Usually, shell detachment starts with shell debonding. The mechanical forces generated by

blades’ rotation, alongside any flutter induced by the flow characteristics (which change due to the geometry change) and the

strong wind gusts during adverse weather conditions, eventually lead to shell detachment. Shell detachment is a rather rare

damage caused by lightning strikes on wind turbine blades. In cases of shell detachment, the lightning strike point is usually

located within the last 3 m of the blade tip, even if the damage affects several meters of the shell.
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Figure 3. Images of wind turbine blade shell detachment.

Tip detachment: Tip detachment refers to the complete detachment of several meters of the tip from the rest of the blade

(Figure 4). It occurs when the lightning strike severely damages the structural laminate, such that the laminate cannot support

the mechanical load and breaks. Consequently, tip detachment can be considered as the most critical case of WTB damage

caused by lightning strikes. Tip detachment occurs rarely, most commonly in blades with a carbon fibre structure. For a 20 m

blade length, tip detachment is located between 2 m and 7 m from the blade tip (namely, between 10% to 35% of the total

blade’s length), where a direct lightning strike can be critical for the integrity of the relatively thin laminate of the load carrying

structure . This type of damage occurs when the lightning current severely damages the structural laminate, to the extent

that the laminate cannot support the mechanical load and breaks .

Figure 4. Typical images of wind turbine blade tip detachment, caused by lightning strikes.
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An integrated and comprehensive analysis of WTB damage caused by lightning is presented in . The analysis is based on

304 lightning incidents during a period of 5 years, occurring in the states of Texas, Kansas and Illinois, where the lightning

flash density is within 2 and 8 flashes/km  per year. The number of the involved wind turbines was 508, with a total rated

power of 997 MW. The wind turbine blades were constructed of either fiberglass only (64.8% of the blades), or mixed

fiberglass and carbon fibre (35.2% of the blades). All of the investigated wind turbine blades were designed and manufactured

prior to the publication of IEC 61400-24 .

Given the total number of involved wind turbines and recorded lightning incidents, it is estimated that, on average, each wind

turbine experienced blade damage due to lightning every 8.4 years . In other words, it is estimated that during a period of

20 years, a wind turbine should expect on average 2–3 lightning strikes capable of inflicting damage.

The basic conclusions of this study can be summarized as follows:

More than 60% of the total damage occurred within the last meter of the blade, and 90% of all damage was located within

the last 4 m. The remaining 10% of damage was found mainly from 5 m to 10 m from the blade tip. There were only three

lightning incidents further inboard, at 15 m, 20 m and 22 m from the tip.

The most common type of lightning damage was delamination (72.4% of total blade damage), followed by debonding of

the shells (24.7%). Shell and tip detachment each occurred in 1.4% of the investigated cases.

Wind turbines suffering damage to more than one blade are uncommon (2.7% in two blades and 0.7% in three blades). A

single lightning stroke sweeping from one blade to another due to the blade rotation, different branches of a single

lightning strike attaching to the blades, or different lightning events during a thunderstorm can be the potential causes of

damage observed in more than one blade of the same wind turbine . In any case, it is shown that damage to more than

one blades of a single wind turbine is a rare event.

Lightning damage to wind turbine blades can impose serious costs, which are associated not only with the repair itself, but

with the income lost due to the inevitable interruption of the turbine’s operation. The repair process for minor lightning

damage, such as delamination, can take as little as 2–3 h, while more severe damage, such as detachment, may require a

period of 3–5 days . The cost of repairing blade damage caused by lightning can be as high as USD 30,000 .

2. Fatigue Damage on Wind Turbine Blades

The term “fatigue” is used to describe the inability of a material to persistently withstand cyclic applied loads, which are fully

tolerable when applied only once or for a few repetitions. During its operational lifetime, a wind turbine faces repetitious loads

that contribute to the fatigue of the overall structure. Wind is the main source of these loads, which can be steady loads,

transient loads from events such as gusts, periodic loads from wind shear and stochastic loads from turbulence. Additional

loads can be developed by the turbine’s cyclic starts and stops, yaw error, yaw motion, resonance-induced loads from

vibration of the structure and loads from gravity as well.

The main parameters affecting the potential occurrence and magnitude of fatigue loads and the resulting fatigue-induced

damage in wind turbines are the surrounding environment and the land morphology of the installation area—more specifically,

how the flow characteristics are affected by the land morphology and other obstructions.
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Regarding the surrounding environment of a wind park, surface wear can be caused on the blades’ outer coating by corrosive

pits from sand or rain impingement or even seawater, in the case of offshore or near-shore wind park installations. These

initially small wear points would act as stress concentrators during cyclic loading, causing the initiation of localized cracking.

Moisture also can constitute another critical environmental parameter of fatigue damage caused mainly to the wind turbine

blades. Despite the fact that glass fibre reinforced polyester (GFRP) blades are adequately water insulated, moisture can still

penetrate into the blades’ inner material. Obviously the most fatigue-critical part of a wind turbine’s blade is the blade’s

connection to the hub, because it has to bear all of the blade’s mechanical loads transferred and gathered at this particular

point. For the connection of the blade with the turbine’s hub, a bolted joint is commonly used. The major effects of absorbed

moisture on the laminates are as follows :

Reduction of the glass transition temperature of the matrix resin

Damage to the interface between the fibres and the resin

Reduction of the cure-induced residual stresses through swelling, which may retard failure

Particularly in wind park installations in locations with subzero temperatures, the presence of moisture turning to ice. Ice

formation can act as a wedge between the plies and leads to delamination propagation.

A composite material subjected to water and fatigue loads will exhibit increasing matrix cracking that, in turn, will accelerate

water penetration. The effects of moisture absorption on the mechanical properties of GFRP blades are not accurately known

. The effects of moisture on the mechanical properties of fibre-reinforced plastics (FRP) are summarized in Table 1  .

Table 1. Indication of the moisture effect on the mechanical properties of FRP.

However, the most important cause of fatigue damage is the load development from intensively fluctuating forces. Wind

constitutes the main source of such forces, especially in cases of wind park installations in intensively turbulent wind

conditions . The land morphology of the installation area of a wind turbine may lead to the appearance of extensive wind

turbulence conditions and the phenomenon of wind shear (Figure 5).

[24]

[25] [25]

Material Maximum Moisture Absorption (%) Stiffness Change (%) Fatigue Strength
Reduction (Cycles)

Glass polyester 4 −10 −35 × 10 –−10 × 10

Glass epoxy 2 −10 −20 × 10 –−5 × 10

Carbon polyester 1.5 1

±0Carbon epoxy 1.5 1

Glass—carbon epoxy <2 ±0

3 7

3 7

[26]
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Figure 5. The shear effect.

This intensively varying wind environment constitutes the fundamental source of iteratively fluctuating wind loads on the

turbine’s structure, exposing it to operation under adverse fatigue conditions. Such unfavourable land morphologies can be

abrupt changes of a mountain’s slope, steep cliffs downwards or upwards to the wind flow direction and, in general, any land

geometries that result in separation of the atmospheric boundary layer.

Apart from the available land morphology, the wind flow on a wind turbine can be significantly affected by any physical or

technical obstructions, such as, most commonly, the other wind turbines in the same wind park. Behind the wind turbine’s

rotor, the wind flow exhibits roughly 40% reduced kinetic energy and increasing turbulence relative to the initial, unaffected

flow. This area is the wind turbine’s wake. The term “aerodynamic shading” refers to the unpleasant situation of one wind

turbine being inside the wake of another. This can occur in the case of short distances between the wind turbines and, of

course, depending on the wind flow direction and the wind turbines’ relevant positions. The aerodynamic shading also

constitutes another source of fatigue due to unsteady mechanical loads imposed by turbulent wind flow and shear effect. To

avoid this probability, wind turbines should be sited properly, with adequate distances between them, accounting also for the

prevailing wind direction, so as to ensure maximum efficiency and minimum impact on the normal atmospheric boundary

layer.

Wind turbine blades, subject to repeated bending, are the most vulnerable components of the overall structure with regard to

fatigue damage due to fluctuating forces. The fatigue damage initially appears as tiny cracks, usually located in the joining

zone of the blade with the hub.

It is then concluded that the blade joints with the turbine’s hub constitute the most likely places for the appearance of fatigue

damage, regardless of the source of the fatigue conditions. All of the factors with an unfavourable influence on a material’s

fatigue strength are present in this area: stress concentration, bolt holes, built-in stresses, offsets, changes of section and

application of different materials. Fatigue damage in the joining zone of the blade with the root appears initially as tiny cracks,

which tend to become more severe over time.
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The response of composite materials to fluctuating loads has been studied and defined for some specific material

combinations, such as carbon fibres in an epoxy matrix for aerospace applications. According to , in anisotropic materials,

fatigue damage accumulates in three stages versus time. During the initial load period (stage 1), a small drop in the material’s

stiffness manifests, associated with the formation of minor damage. This first stage is followed by a much longer time period

(stage 2), during which the damage seems to increase linearly with time and the stiffness falls gradually. If the stress is

sufficiently high, a third stage (3) is observed, characterized by further and more severe damage, which ultimately lead to

failure. This process is depicted in Figure 6  .

Figure 6. Fatigue evolution process over time in anisotropic materials .

An image of typical fatigue damage in stage 1, in the form of cracks on the external surface, located in the transition zone

between the root of the blade and the zone of airfoil profile, is presented in Figure 7  .

[27]
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Figure 7. Cracks in the hub joint area of a wind turbine blade due to fatigue .

The shear effect also can be critical for the trailing edge adhesive joint, because it is more susceptible to damage due to the

complex geometry, manufacturing technique and operating conditions .

3. Leading Edge Erosion

In general, leading edge erosion of a wind turbine’s blade is the result of its exposure to:

airborne particulates, mainly in the form of rain, hailstone, sea-spray, dust and sand

UV light and humidity/moisture.

The first impact of this exposure is a gradual increase in the blade’s surface roughness, which negatively affects the blade’s

aerodynamic performance by increasing its friction drag , and aerodynamic loss on the scale of 0.45–0.50% . Depending

on the level of leading edge erosion, drag can increase from 6 to 500% , leading in turn to an approx. 5% reduction in

annual electricity production. The reduced lift and increased drag become more intensive with higher levels of erosion . In

extreme cases of leading edge erosion, the structural integrity of the blade can be affected (Figure 8).
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Figure 8. Examples of leading edge erosion .

Leading edge erosion can become an issue after only 2 years of turbine operation , much sooner than expected, with the

tip being most susceptible to wear, but with erosion also exhibited on the more inboard portions of the blade . As with all

forms of environmental exposure, leading edge erosion is heavily site-dependent. In warm and arid climates, sand and dust

may be a common type of airborne particulate and therefore may pose leading edge erosion problems, whereas in wetter,

greener habitats, the problem may be non-existent. Likewise, at near-shore locations, the issue of sand erosion may be a

considerable threat . Leading edge erosion can be a result of rain, with the raindrops’ kinetic energy, diameter,

temperature and sea salt content being critical parameters . It has been also observed that careful handling of the blade

during manufacturing, transport and installation is essential to avoid small tears or scratches that may act as initiation sites for

further wear and erosion .

In order to present an estimation of the forces acting on a blade’s coating from airborne particles, let us assume a raindrop

travelling with the wind. In general, the diameter of raindrops depends on the climatic conditions under which they are formed

and the conditions of their transportation in the air. Typical raindrop diameters are commonly cited from 0.5 mm to 5 mm 

, while for mild to moderate rain rates, raindrop diameters range from 0.5 mm to 3 mm. Assuming water density at

approximately 1000 kg/m , the mass of a raindrop of spherical shape with a diameter of 3 mm is calculated at m = 0.014 gr.

The terminal velocity of a falling raindrop is also heavily dependent on the climatic conditions. The maximum free falling

terminal velocity levels out at around 9 m/s for diameters in excess of about 3.5 mm . Assuming a rain droplet with a

terminal velocity of 8 m/s, fully entrained in a horizontal 20 m/s wind (i.e., assuming that the droplet is also travelling at this

speed horizontally), strikes a rotating blade with a 90 m/s tangential tip speed, it is calculated that the impact velocity between

the rain and blade does not drop below 80 m/s .

It is possible to calculate the force (average and peak) of impact using the following calculation. Assume the x-axis is the

horizontal axis (along the wind), the y-axis is the vertical and z is perpendicular to the x-y plane. In that frame of reference, the

velocity of a raindrop the moment before impacting the blade is v  = 20 m/s, v  = 8 m/s. Additionally, the wind turbine blade is

rotating with a tip velocity of 90 m/s, which is parallel to the z-axis when the blade tip passes through the top and bottom of

the rotation. The force on each axis is calculated with the change of momentum at each axis. The duration of the impact is

proportional to the speed in that axis (note that on the x and y axes, the assumption is that the water drop stops moving, while

on the z-axis it initially has zero velocity which after the impact is common to the blade tip). The resulting forces   for

each axis are added as vectors (Euclidean norm) and the resulting average force is calculated. Additionally, a triangular

temporal distribution is assumed, which means that the peak impact force is twice the average force.
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Given the assumptions of raindrop mass of m = 0.014 gr, diameter of d = 3 mm, wind speed 20 m/s, terminal velocity of 8 m/s

and blade tip 90 m/s, the impact force F between the raindrop and the blade is calculated by using the Equation (1):

which means that every travelling droplet hitting the tip of the blade exerts on the blade’s coating approximately a force

equivalent to the weight of a 7.6 kg mass.

The force exerted will obviously vary as the wind blade rotates. Nevertheless, the above estimation serves as a good tool to

estimate the magnitude of impact forces on WTBs.

In the case of hailstones, the effects on a blade’s coating can be even worse, mainly due to the expected larger diameters.

The average size of hailstones is dependent on site location . Measurements on-site are considered the only certain

method to obtain secure estimations regarding the likely average size of hail at a specific location. In northern Greece, for

example, more than 85% of the hailstones recorded between 1984 and 1993 had sizes larger than 11 mm , while in the

United Kingdom hailstone sizes in the range of 60 mm–90 mm have been recorded , although these are considered freak

events.

As the diameter of hailstones increases, their mass m  and kinetic energy E  also increase (see Equation (2)). Additionally,

with increasing diameter and mass, the terminal velocity of a hailstone V  also increases according to Equation (3), where g is

the gravitational acceleration, C  is the drag coefficient (0.5 for a sphere), ρ  is the air density, A  is the cross-sectional area

of the hailstone in the direction of travel and r  is the hailstone radius .

Using Equation (3), assuming a density of 900 kg/m  for the hailstone (this value varies widely) and of 1225 kg/m  for the air,

and a perfectly spherical hailstone shape and thus a drag coefficient of 0.5, the theoretical velocity for a range of hailstone

diameters from 5 mm to 90 mm is calculated to be between 10 m/s and 40 m/s, respectively. Given the above hailstone

velocities, it is conclusively proved that the maximum calculated impact velocity of a 15 mm and 30 mm diameter hailstone,

impacting a blade tip with a tip speed of 90 m/s, in a 20 m/s wind field varies from 70 m/s to 120 m/s . Given the above

assumptions for the hailstones, the exerted forces can be calculated using the methodology for Equation (1). For hailstones of

15 mm and 30 mm diameter, the exerted forces at the tip of the blade are calculated to be from 1.7 kNt to 6.9 kNt,

respectively.

Surface erosion of a wind turbine’s blade is not the only possible wear from hailstones. Hailstone impact can result in stress

propagation throughout the blade coating , which, in turn, can result in delamination between plies, in the case of

simultaneous blade bending due to shear forces. The constituents of the composite material may also fail, resulting in
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cracking through the matrix material or crushing of the reinforcing fibre. Both can have a significant effect on static and fatigue

properties of the blade.

Seawater spray constitutes a special case of airborne particles, in the case of offshore or near- shore wind turbines, regarding

the erosion of the blades’ leading edge. Apart from the fact that the seawater spray may affect the blades’ coating in the same

way as raindrops with respect to the forces and pressures exerted, an additional impact comes from the transportation of sea

salt crystals in the sea spray. The accumulation of sea salt crystals on the blade leading edge may lead to degradation of the

blades’ aerodynamic performance and, possibly, to corrosive damage as well .

Leading edge erosion is directly related to income loss, due to degradation of the blades’ aerodynamic performance. As the

damage concerns only a blade’s outer coating, the repair cost is not significant, on the condition, of course, that the damage

is detected early and the required repair process is executed in time.

4. Damages from Icing

Atmospheric icing is defined as the accretion of ice or snow on structures exposed to the atmosphere. Two different types of

atmospheric icing can be distinguished: in-cloud icing (rime ice or glaze) and precipitation icing (freezing rain or drizzle, wet

snow). These are described as follows :

4.1. Rime Ice

Rime ice is formed when the wind transfers supercooled liquid water droplets from clouds or fog. These droplets might freeze

instantaneously as they hit a surface. In the case of small droplets, soft rime is formed, while hard rime is formed by large

droplets.

Soft rime is a fragile, snow-like formation. Mainly, it consists of thin ice needles or flakes of ice. Soft rime starts forming in a

very localised manner and grows triangularly into the windward direction. Soft rime usually ranges in density from 200

kg/m  to 600 kg/m    and is easily removable. On the other hand, hard rime is an opaque and usually white ice formation. It

adheres firmly onto surfaces and is very difficult to remove. Hard rime ice density ranges typically between 600 kg/m  and 900

kg/m  (ISO 12494) .

The formation of rime ice is asymmetrical, usually taking the shape of needles following the windward side of a structure.

Rime ice is typically formed at temperatures from −20 °C to 0 °C. The most severe rime icing occurs at exposed ridges where

moist air is lifted and wind speed increases.

4.2. Glaze

Glaze is the result of freezing rain or wet in-cloud icing. A smooth, transparent and homogenous ice layer is formed and

strongly adheres on surfaces. Glaze is usually formed at temperatures from 0 °C to −6 °C with a density of around 900

kg/m   .

Freezing rain occurs when the air aloft does not let water at temperatures below freezing to form ice crystals. As soon as

freezing rain contacts a surface or the ground, it freezes. Conditions that favour freezing rain may be encountered in warm

fronts or in valleys, where cold air may be trapped below warmer air aloft.

[48][49]
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Wet in-cloud icing occurs when the surface temperature is close to 0 °C. The water droplets that hit a surface do not freeze

completely. This results in the formation of a layer of liquid water which, due to wind and gravity, may flow around the surface

and freeze also on its leeward side.

4.3. Wet Snow

Wet snow is formed by partially melted snow crystals with high liquid water content. The liquid content of the crystals

increases the cohesive forces of this formation. Thus, it is able to adhere on an object’s surface. Wet snow accretion occurs

when the air temperature is between 0 °C and +3 °C, with typical density from 300 kg/m   to 600 kg/m   . If there is a

temperature decrease after the wet snow accretion, then there can be ice formation.

Apart from the aforementioned categorisation, the icing conditions at a site are further described by the following additional

parameters:

icing rate: ice accumulation per time (kg/h)

maximum ice load: maximum ice mass accreted at a structure (kg/m).

An icing event develops following the stages presented below , applicable to all structures exposed to atmospheric icing:

4.4. Meteorological Icing

Period during which the meteorological conditions (i.e., temperature, humidity, wind speed, etc.) favour ice formation (active

ice formation).

4.5. Instrumental Icing

Period during which the ice remains at a structure. During that time the operation of the wind turbines is affected and their

performance degrades.

4.6. Incubation Time

Delay period between the start of meteorological and start of instrumental icing (dependent on the surface and the

temperature of the structure).

Figure 9 illustrates how the operation of a wind turbine is affected by icing according to the definitions described above .

When climate conditions for ice accretion are favourable (which signals the start of the meteorological icing period), then there

is a certain delay period—the incubation time. The incubation time is the time required for the ice accretion to start on the

wind turbine blades. The incubation time can be prolonged in an ideal case until the end of the meteorological icing, by using

anti-icing measures, such as anti-icing coatings, heated surfaces, etc. As soon as ice has accumulated on the blade surfaces,

which marks the start of instrumental icing, the wind turbine’s efficiency is affected. Ice accretion continues on the blade

surfaces until the climate conditions for icing are not favourable anymore. However, ice will still remain on the blade surfaces

for the recovery time, until it melts or falls off, with the end of the instrumental icing. The recovery time for the wind turbine

blades can be significantly longer than the period of meteorological icing. By using de-icing measures, the recovery time can

be shortened.

3 3 [51]
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Figure 9. Definition of meteorological icing and instrumental icing .

During the process of ice accumulation, the wind turbine is subjected to the above icing phases. Some of these phases

(meteorological and maybe a part of instrumental icing) allow the turbine to remain operational. However, if the turbine’s limit

for load bearing capacity is reached, or if there is a significant threat of ice-throw or the structural health of the turbine is

endangered, then the turbine has reached its operational limit and must be stopped. The operational limit of the turbine will

vary in each situation and is determined by the turbine design limits in response to environmental conditions and the

surrounding safety limitations.

Ice accretion on the wind turbine blades produces significant change in the geometry of each blade’s surface, affecting its

aerodynamic efficiency. As a result, the blade lift reduces while the drag increases, resulting in reduced power production and,

eventually, in the turbine’s shutdown. Reduced power production occurs with an increasing number of lower than expected

power stops, stops due to high vibration amplitude and stops due to faulty wind measurements.

Apart from the reduction in produced electricity, increasing vibrations and aerodynamic noise, imbalances in the blades,

leading to increased wear in structural components such as connectors, couplers and gearbox, errors in nacelle wind speed

measurements, as well as the risk of ice throw resulting in safety hazards should be expected as direct effects of icing 

. Symmetrical icing of the blades reduces loads acting on the turbine components, whereas asymmetrical icing of the

blades induces loads and vibrations in the tower, hub and nacelle assembly at a frequency synchronous to rotational speed of

the turbine , imposing considerable fatigue loads. The aerodynamic changes in the iced blade can cause violent vibrations

within the wind velocity operating range of the turbine . Indirect consequences from the above effects might include

reduced technical life, bodily injuries and material damage caused by falling ice.

An example of ice accretion on a turbine blade is presented in Figure 10  .

[52]

[53][54]

[55][56]

[55]

[56]
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Figure 10. Ice on wind turbine blades .

Iced up wind turbines blades and towers can pose a safety risk for wind parks visitors and staff, as large pieces of ice may be

thrown from turbine blades during operation. Figure 11 is provided as an example of falling ice fragments .

Figure 11. Ice falling or being thrown off a wind turbine poses a safety risk to turbine maintenance staff and, depending on

turbine siting, the general public .

Iced up wind turbine blades and towers can pose a safety risk for wind park visitors and staff, as large pieces of ice may be

thrown from the turbine blades during operation. Figure 11 is provided as an example of falling ice fragments .

The cost related to icing mainly refers to the income loss imposed due to lower aerodynamic performance or even the

interruption of the wind turbine’s operation, in the case of extreme accumulations of ice on the blades’ surface. The reduction

[50][57]

[49]

[50]

[50]
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in annual electricity production can exceed 10% due to icing or, in extreme cases with total shutdown of the turbine for a

period of 2 months, it can be higher than 20% , leading to corresponding income loss.
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