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Urban-rural integration has been found to be an inevitable trend in the development of urban-rural relations and a vital
measure to tackle the unbalanced and uncoordinated development between urban and rural areas. The urban-rural
relationship is a vital issue in human social development and has aroused wide attention from scholars worldwide. Urban-
rural integration is an advanced stage in the development of urban-rural relations and reflects the evolution of urban-rural
relations, which can be traced back to the urban-rural development concept of the ideal socialists.
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| 1. Introduction

In the course of urbanization and modernization, developed and developing nations are facing the decline in the
countryside, and the gap between rural and urban areas is becoming increasingly prominent in numerous parts of the
world . Thus, the correlation between urban and rural development should be stressed in all periods of economic
development, which is the most fundamental economic and social relationship in a country, and as an integral part of the
urban and rural territorial system, the two have always been an inseparable organic fusion [&. with the continuous
promotion of urbanization, the interaction between urban and rural areas is becoming increasingly closer, thus promoting
the continuous transformation of urban and rural development. However, unlike developed nations, urbanization in
developing nations is often at the expense of the development of rural areas, which causes inequality in the flow of a
considerable number of factors and the decline in rural areas . Accordingly, the question of how to achieve integrated
rural-urban development and rural rejuvenation has become a common challenge for all nations worldwide, and it takes
on great significance in achieving the goal of global sustainable development.

Urban-rural integration has been found to be an inevitable trend in the development of urban-rural relations and a vital
measure to tackle the unbalanced and uncoordinated development between urban and rural areas. With the continuous
promotion of urbanization, the interaction between urban and rural areas is becoming increasingly closer, thus promoting
the continuous transformation of urban and rural development. In addition, the connotation of the development of urban-
rural integration in accordance with the theory of urban-rural equivalence highlights the “different but equal” nature of
urban-rural development. In brief, the integrated development of urban and rural areas should be achieved through the
two-way flow of factors and the effective allocation of resources to achieve the interaction and integration of the economic,
social and ecological fields of the urban and rural regional systems, and ultimately the development of urban and rural
equivalence. The above process also refers to the transformation of the heterogeneous dual structure into a
homogeneous monolithic structure, which is essential to the development of urban-rural integration 4.

The urban—rural relationship is a vital issue in human social development and has aroused wide attention from scholars
worldwide. Urban-rural integration is an advanced stage in the development of urban-rural relations and reflects the
evolution of urban-rural relations, which can be traced back to the urban-rural development concept of the ideal socialists
41 Existing research on the development of urban-rural integration primarily focuses on the theory of urban-rural relations,
connotation elaboration and level measurement, and attempts to measure the level of regional development of urban-rural
integration and explore its intrinsic factors by constructing a comprehensive index system EISIZIEIGI10/[11][12]

As revealed by the above theoretical analysis, integrated urban-rural development is a complex, multi-level and multi-
element composite structural system with profound connotations. The core meaning of urban-rural integrated
development lies in the premise of ensuring the effective allocation of urban and rural factors and resources in both
directions, realizing the co-prosperity and co-existence of urban and rural areas through the benign interaction between
urban and rural areas, realizing the multi-dimensional integrated development of urban and rural areas in economic,
social, ecological and spatial aspects, and ultimately realizing the equivalence of urban and rural regional systems 4. The



specific connotation is presented below. Urban-rural economic integration means that the marginal rewards of urban and
rural areas tend to be equal through the two-way flow and optimal allocation of resources and factors under equal
economic policies; urban-rural social integration means ensuring that public services (for example., employment,
education, medical care and infrastructure) are of equal significance in urban and rural residents; urban-rural ecological
integration is achieved through comprehensive and collaborative management of urban and rural regional systems to
achieve a state of high integration and complementarity of urban and rural areas. Urban-rural spatial integration refers to
the interaction and integration of urban and rural systems in terms of human, logistic and information flows, which is the
carrier and basic condition for urban-rural integrated development.

| 2. Application

Under the goal of regional development, integrated urban-rural development should also achieve a unified process of
achieving economic-social-ecological benefits of the urban-rural territorial system and a process of spatially balanced
development of the urban-rural territorial system 21, Accordingly, the theory of regional spatial equilibrium model can be
borrowed to construct a spatial equilibrium model of urban-rural integrated development to reveal the inner mechanism of
urban-rural integrated development.

Thus, under integrated regional urban-rural development, various factors of production (including population) in the region
are free to move. The comprehensive development benefits of regional development (XFM) consists of social benefit Fy,
economic benefit F, and ecological benefit F3; and if it is assumed that a certain type of development benefit AM is
composed of land BM, labor CM, technology DM, and capital EM and other factors of production.This model is an
extension of the idea of balanced regional development theory and can more effectively explain the inner mechanism of
integrated urban-rural development 241, Under integrated urban-rural development, through the flow and optimal allocation
of factors, urban and rural territorial systems can eventually achieve equal development benefits per capita in urban and
rural territorial systems, i.e., eventually realize the equivalence of urban and rural development, and the expression of the
model of balanced urban-rural development [13.In line with the above connotation explanation, the two-way flow of factors
between urban and rural areas and the optimal allocation of resources are vital prerequisites for achieving integrated
urban-rural development. First, relevant studies have found that China’s urbanization level is still lower than the average
of comparable nations in the world 1€, Second, as the level of integrated development between urban and rural areas is
being improved, increasing modernization factors in cities are allocated to rural systems, which are manifested as the net
inflow of capital, technology and other factors. Third, with the implementation of the rural revitalization strategy, the
proportion of basic public services in rural areas is increasing, which is manifested as an increasing proportion of public
goods. Through the flow and optimal allocation of factors between urban and rural areas, the population of rural areas
(0O,) tends to decrease within a certain range, along with the continuous promotion of urbanization. Through the input of
various factors from cities and the implementation of the rural revitalization strategy, the comprehensive development
efficiency of the rural territorial system tends to increase, which means that the per capita development efficiency of the
rural territorial system is increasing, and the spatial, economic and social distribution of the urban and rural territorial
system is optimized. As a result, the per capita development efficiency of the urban and rural territorial system eventually
tends to be equalized, and the integrated development of urban and rural areas is achieved.

References

1. Westlund, H. Urban futures in planning, policy and regional science: Are we entering a post-urban world? Built Environ.
2014, 40, 447-457.

2. Bennett, K.J.; Yuen, M.; Blanco-Silva, F. Geographic differences in recovery after the Great Recession. J. Rural. Stud.
2018, 59, 111-117.

3. McGee, T.G. The Emergence of Desakota Regions in Asia: Expanding a Hypothesis. In Implosions/Explosions; JOVIS
Verlag GmbH: Berlin, Germany, 2015; pp. 121-137.

4.Yang, Y.; Bao, W.; Wang, Y.; Liu, Y. Measurement of urban-rural integration level and its spatial differentiation in China i
n the new century. Habitat Int. 2021, 117, 102420.

5. Long, H.; Liu, Y.; Li, X.; Chen, Y. Building new countryside in China: A geographical perspective. Land Use Policy 2010,
27,457-470.

6. Liu, Y.; Zang, Y.; Yang, Y. China’s rural revitalization and development: Theory, technology and management. J. Geogr.
Sci. 2020, 30, 1923-1942.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

. Liu, Y.; Schen, C.; Li, Y. Differentiation regularity of urban-rural equalized development at prefecture-level city in China.

J. Geogr. Sci. 2015, 25, 1075-1088.

. Wylie, J. Landscape and Phenomenology. In The Routledge Companion to Landscape Studies; Routledge: London, U

K, 2013; pp. 72-83.

. Meade, J.E. A Neo-Classical Theory of Economic Growth (Routledge Revivals); Routledge: London, UK, 2013; Volume
48.
Liu, Y.; Long, H.; Chen, Y.; Wang, J.; Li, Y.; Li, Y.; Yang, VY.; Zhou, Y. Progress of research on urban-rural transformation

and rural development in China in the past decade and future prospects. J. Geogr. Sci. 2016, 26, 1117-1132.

Liu, Y.; Lu, S.; Chen, Y. Spatio-temporal change of urban—rural equalized development patterns in China and its driving
factors. J. Rural. Stud. 2013, 32, 320-330.

Li, Y. Urban-rural interaction patterns and dynamic land use: Implications for urban-rural integration in China. Reg. Envi
ron. Change 2012, 12, 803-812.

Haken, H. An Introduction Nonequilibrium Phase Transitions and Self-Organization in Physics, Chemistry and Biology;
Springer: Berlin/Heidelberg, Germany, 1978.

Fan, J.; Zhou, K.; Chen, D. Research innovation and application practice of economic geography in optimizing the deve
lopment pattern of land and space in the construction of ecological civilization. Econ. Geogr. 2013, 33, 1-8. (In Chines
e)

Fan, J.; Li, P. The scientific foundation of Major Function Oriented Zoning in China. J. Geogr. Sci. 2009, 19, 515-531.

Erlando, A.; Riyanto, F.D.; Masakazu, S. Financial inclusion, economic growth, and poverty alleviation: Evidence from e
astern Indonesia. Heliyon 2020, 6, e05235.

Retrieved from https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/history/show/61790



