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The growth of waste generation is a global problem. Developing effective waste management methods is challenging for

companies and the government. There is a growing trend in the number of zero-waste management’s publications and

citations during 2011-2021. Regarding the h-index, the five most relevant journals are the Journal of Cleaner Production,

Resources Conservation and Recycling, Waste Management, Waste Management Research, and Sustainability. 
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1. Introduction

Waste management has become a phenomenon that has changed since, in the past, waste was perceived as a cost with

landfilling as a typical management approach, but now there has been growing recognition of its potential value .

However, waste is still a significant problem in many countries, despite increased outlays on rational waste management

. Hence, changing people’s mentality and pro-environmental concepts is still necessary to develop waste management

systems.

In this sense, waste management considers collection, transportation, sorting, treatment, final disposal of waste, and

monitoring . In this context, waste hierarchy (prevention, reuse, recycling, recovery, and—in the case of the last option—

disposal) is crucial to conserve natural resources and protecting the environment . Therefore, the concept of zero waste

approach involves redesigning the resource supply chain, so that end products or derived materials are reused or

recycled . In this sense, waste recycling has grown, and a green business strategy can be a challenge and a fruitful

opportunity to develop more innovative business models, products, and/or services. Thus, sustainability has become

increasingly crucial for the development of society, industry, and scientific research , since a global concern is

precisely the accelerated consumption of resources that ignores the finite capacity of the planet , neglecting

consumption and sustainable development.

One of the first widely accepted definitions of sustainability is the “development that meets the needs of the present

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” . Olawumi and Chan  have presented

three unified areas of society, the economy, and the environment in a model to define the concept of “sustainable

development”. Therefore, sustainability is a multidisciplinary concept that spans industry, economy, agriculture, and

consumption . Viewed from the business perspective, sustainability states the importance of integrating

economic, environmental, and social themes in business management . On the other hand, the Circular Economy (CE)

is also trending and a concept of great interest to academics and experts, because it is considered an operationalization

for businesses to implement the considerably debated notion of sustainable development . The circular

economy definition is well-known as an alternative to the linear economy, with many different meanings for the other

stakeholders of society . One of the most accepted definitions, as conceptualized by Ellen MacArthur Foundation ,

understands CE as an economy that is either restorative or regenerative by its intention and design. This conception leads

to the practical extension of CE perspectives, whereby all economic activities—including reuse, remarketing, repair,

remanufacturing, and technological updating of products—extend the service lives of items, components, and materials,

 allowing added value to the products and contributing to waste reduction .

2. General Structure of Publication and Citation

According to the Web of Science database, 2534 papers have been published on zero-waste management and

sustainable consumption, only considering articles, reviews, letters, and notes. During the last decade, the growth of

publications related to this area was exponential. In more detail, from 2011 to 2014, the number of published articles

remained stable. However, since 2015, the increase has been drastic, standing out with greater emphasis during 2019–
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2021, with 54.61% of the total publications. This evolution demonstrates the significance of this topic in contemporary

literature.

Regarding the total number of citations received, the WoS database shows that between 2011 and 2021, the 2534 articles

received 54,253 citations, with a ratio of 21.41 citations per article. 

3. Keywords

VOSviewer (version 1.6.18, Centre for Science and Technology Studies, Leiden University, The Netherlands) finds 6989

keywords for the topic from the 2534 articles that are connected to it. However, in this assessment and standardization,

only 50 keywords have attained at least 19 repetitions. Therefore, the amount was rectified, and the keywords were

divided into five groups based on similarity.

According to the VOSviewer (version 1.6.18, Centre for Science and Technology Studies, Leiden University, The

Netherlands) findings, the three most relevant clusters are red, yellow, and blue. In the red cluster, the most used

keywords are waste management, sustainability, and sustainable development, with 301, 261, and 255 occurrences,

respectively. This group of articles is grouped by the direct relationship between waste management and sustainable

development, in how changes in environmental behavior have modified the behavior of individuals when making decisions

with a sustainable approach. In the case of the yellow cluster, the circular economy concept is the most influential, with

255 repetitions. This group focuses on articles highlighting the importance of a sustainable and friendly economy with

society and the economy in how new environmental policies and strategies of society and institutions contribute to a more

environmentally friendly world. Finally, the most relevant term in the blue cluster is life cycle assessment, with 130

occurrences. This group of articles focuses on the systematic analysis and evaluation of the cycle of life in the face of

environmental impact, focusing specifically on the stages of waste disposal and environmental impact.

Additionally, VOSviewer (version 1.6.18, Centre for Science and Technology Studies, Leiden University, The Netherlands)

indicates chronologically which are the most current research trends. For example, the direct and strong relationship

between the circular economy and sustainable development goals presents new challenges for environmental studies in

recent years. For instance, the studies focused on absorption capabilities related to the organizational ability to innovate in

processes that acquire, assimilate, transform, and explore environmental knowledge .

4. Leading Most Cited Papers

Another interesting aspect is analyzing the most cited and influential papers on Zero-Waste Management and Sustainable

consumption during the last decade. This indicator shows an article’s contribution to the research approach . However,

it may happen that the most cited article is not necessarily the most influential . There is a possibility that a new

investigation with strong potential has been published recently, but it needs time to be a consolidated reference .

Based on these results, it can be suggested that both pieces of research stand out for their importance and influence. On

the other hand, when considering the highest ratio of average citations per year, the situation changed, since two articles

published during the last few years stand out. The paper with the best rate is 324.50 citations per year, written by

Kirchherr, Reike, and Hekkert , followed by Ferronato and Torretta with 143.50 citations per year . Additionally, it is

observed that 8 of the 25 most influential articles of the last decade have been published in the Journal of Cleaner

Production .

The bibliographic coupling method performs a second analysis of the most cited articles. For this analysis, documents

with at least 150 citations have been considered in VOSviewer (version 1.6.18, Centre for Science and Technology

Studies, Leiden University, The Netherlands). As a result, 50 papers have been classified and grouped into 5 clusters. In

addition, these articles have been grouped concerning their content similarity in keywords, titles, and abstracts. The article

by Kirchherr, Reike, and Hekkert is the first of the red cluster’s 19 publications . The most significant piece in the green

cluster, which consists of 9 papers, is Al-Oqla and Sapuan . The most notable article of the eight investigations in the

blue cluster was written by Papargyropoulou, Lozano, Steinberger, Wright, and Ujang . In the instance of the yellow

cluster, which consists of five articles, Ferronato and Torretta’s work is the most often mentioned . Finally, the research

by Mourad , which comprises just two publications, sits at the top of the purple cluster.
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5. Leading Journal

When analyzing the most influential journals, it is possible to evaluate the impact and preference according to the number

of articles published, total citations, and indexing . According to the WoS database, 2534 articles have been published

in 269 journals. Specifically, the Journal of Cleaner Production, which has 443 articles and 15,573 citations, is the most

influential journal—followed by Resources Conservation and Recycling, with 302 papers and 11,619 citations. Both

journals account for 50.12% of citations and 29.40% of published articles between 2011 and 2021. In addition, both

publications are part of Elsevier and have a quartile 1 (Q1) impact factor.

6. Leading Authors

An additional method of analyzing the author is through bibliographic coupling. This analysis is helpful in structuring the

research collaboration networks . Studies, Leiden University, The Netherlands) was used to produce a map that reveals

the structure of the most influential authors. The results illustrate the number and relationships of references the analyzed

articles have in common with authors who have participated in at least 6 publications and obtained at least 40 citations. As

a result, 5 clusters of authors have been created (28 authors in total). The articles with the highest link strength were

written by collaborative group leaders Vicenzo Torretta and Ferronato Navarro (Green cluster). In addition, the leaders of

each cluster are Tsang (Red cluster), Ruben Aldaco and Jinhui Li (Yellow cluster), Ming-Lang Tseng (Blue cluster), and

Neven Duic (Purple cluster).

7. Leading Universities Affiliation

Universities play a crucial role in generating, promoting, and disseminating knowledge. As a result, it is vital to examine

the essential institutions worldwide that have contributed to the theoretical and empirical literature in the discipline field

being studied across time .

According to the Web of Science database, 2756 institutions have contributed at least 1 article on zero-waste

management and sustainable consumption studies. However, the results reveal more affiliations than the number of

papers because some publications have been written by a group of researchers affiliated with different institutions.

On the other hand, a relational analysis has been developed for those institutions with more than fourteen associated

articles through the VOSviewer (version 1.6.18, Centre for Science and Technology Studies, Leiden University, The

Netherlands) software . As a result, the research institutions have been grouped into three clusters. This map helps

people know which universities collaborate and create knowledge together. According to the results, the Chinese

Academy of Sciences is the principal institution in the green cluster, which comprises nine institutes (China). Hong Kong

Polytechnic University (China) leads the red cluster of ten institutions, and Tsinghua University oversees the blue cluster

of seven institutions (China). Therefore, the results can affirm that Chinese institutions are at the forefront of the current

research on zero-waste management and sustainable consumption.

8. Leading Regions

Previous studies have indicated that geographic distribution allows for measuring the research location’s concentration or

diversification . For example, according to WoS records, there are 2576 affiliations in 115 countries or regions on 5

continents. it is suggested that zero-waste management and sustainable consumption is a topic that attracts the attention

of researchers from different locations. Still, it is not possible to consider a diversified area worldwide.
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