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The emergence of community governance can be traced back to the application of governance theory within the realm of
community studies. Conflicts of interest within community governance have primarily revolved around interactions
between owners’ committees, community management organizations, and frequently property committees acting on
behalf of residents.
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| 1. Introduction

People’s living and health standards, as well as medical standards, are constantly improving as the social economy
grows, resulting in an increase in average life expectancies all over the world. However, the unprecedented phenomenon
of population aging has introduced many unknown factors into human life and future development. The focus of global
attention has shifted to providing safe and healthy life security to the elderly in basic support fields such as living
environments and nursing &. As communities are the basic units of cities, developing age-friendly communities has
become an important issue for policymakers [,

Built-up areas are the main components of many countries, and it is not easy to build a good, standard, age-friendly
community. In this sense, age-friendly community regeneration has been an important issue in urbanization from
developing to developed countries. Since China’s reform and opening-up policies were implemented, many communities
have been built, given the acceleration of industrialization. Due to poor construction standards, old communities and
residential buildings have become inhabitable. With a functional decline, living conditions have been unable to reach a
“livable” level. The lack of elevators is now a major problem in societies with rapidly aging populations. Due to previous
construction standards, many elderly people living in old residential buildings have reported that a lack of access to an
elevator has a significant impact on their daily lives, and they are likely to reduce their frequency of going out in order to
avoid the inconvenience of going up and down stairs B4, Although installing elevators in old residential buildings has a
small economic impact, it provides a social benefit to an aging population &I,

Based on the definition of an age-friendly community, two dominant forces are of great concern—an age-friendly physical
environment that is convenient for elderly people and an age-friendly social environment that makes it convenient for
elderly people to participate in social affairs €. Age-friendly physical environment regeneration works by linking urban
design, architecture, public space regeneration, and related perspectives to support the needs of people as they grow old
(8191 Age-friendly social environment regeneration means that a community provides a supportive opportunity for
inhabitants to grow older actively, with numerous chances for older people’s participation in community regeneration,
which are related to older people’s needs 1911,

| 2. Characteristics of Community Governance

Community-level governance stands out as fundamentally distinct from the conventional mechanisms of the state or
market. The three forms of governance—the state (characterized by a system of command), the market (defined by
voluntary exchange), and community governance (based on cooperation)—seldom exist in complete isolation from one
another 22, Yet, the intricacies and subtleties of demands at the community level are such that a specific institutional
framework is required to allow ample space for collaboration among community members. As per the insights of 12, for
example, community governance encompasses “the collection of small group social interactions that, alongside the
market and state, influence economic results”. This is pertinent to both the self-interest and altruistic aspects of human
nature, as well as the social capital within a community. The unique characteristics of communities necessitate a specific
form of institutional arrangement tailored to local conditions 14!, Nevertheless, a shared attribute among all effectively
operating community governance institutions is the perpetuation of continuous and reciprocal cooperation among



community members. This approach offers the most efficient and cost-effective means of achieving sustainable
development within a community 221,

| 3. Community Governance in an Old Community

Old communities, representing a distinctive category within the transformation of Chinese urban grassroots governance,
pose challenges due to their complexity and unique characteristics 1€, The obstacles preventing the revitalization of older
communities are primarily rooted in a dearth of government oversight and insufficient financial support. Moreover, the
absence of active resident participation in the regeneration process contributes to a limited understanding of the
regeneration efforts, leading to residents attributing their dissatisfaction solely to the regeneration process 4. Several
factors, including the behaviors and attitudes of community governance organizations, residents’ subjective norms, and
participation barriers, play significant roles in influencing residents’ engagement in the governance of communities 28!,
Regarding community governance, the success of public affairs strongly correlates with the methods and characteristics
employed in community management. Owners’ committees and community management organizations play a pivotal role,
particularly concerning residents’ trust in these community entities 12, From the institutionalist perspective, which
analyzes the governance of old communities, efficient community-level institutions require clear insider—outsider
distinctions, adaptation to local conditions, the channeling of public opinions into decision-making, and the preservation of
local discretion against external pressures 29,

Current research on the regeneration of old communities in China lacks depth, relying solely on the institutionalist
perspective, which inadequately explains complexities. Resources are insufficient, and sustainable old communities
involve diverse service deliveries and cooperative interactions. Sustainability in the regeneration of old communities
hinges on coordinating natural and social capital, spanning economic and social activities (L2223 Community
governance analyses must include service delivery and self-organized resource management.

| 4. Explanation of Community Governance

In a community, a common interest is an important basis of community governance according to group theory and policy
networks in the majority of the literature 24, A common interest is gained in a community itself by means of the public
policy discourse right. The rediscovery of the public policy discourse right is based on the background in which states and
markets are losing legitimacy 25, The public policy discourse right is based on a new relationship between the state, the
market, and civil society, which emphasizes the utilization of people’s voluntary capacity to solve their own problems (28,

Based on this new discourse, community governance is considered a “normative construct”, and it is promoted as the best
tool for satisfying local needs [28. The reasons for this are as follows: Firstly, there are underlying assumptions that
communities have a “sense of place”, which means that they are homogeneous. Secondly, it makes for sustainable social
capital with natural organizational forms that can easily relate to governments and markets, which are accountable and
can plan, manage, deliver, and coordinate better than governments or markets [£2.,

There are two factors at play when attempting to comprehend community governance: governance as a structure and
governance as a process. Firstly, governance as a structure focuses on the organizational and institutional arrangements
of state and non-state groups. The role of the public sector has shifted significantly, and there is now a variety of formal
partnership arrangements between the public and private sectors 2829 whereas traditional governance involves only the
state, new governance includes both the state and civil society BY. With its hierarchy and power, the government's public
sector is now involved in networks and partnerships with the commercial and voluntary sectors. In government,
governance is concerned with outcomes, rather than just organizational structures. Secondly, governance as a process
underlines processes that involve both government and non-government organizations. Community governance generally
means that, in order to achieve community development goals, the dynamic process of a series of decisions and actions
that deal with public affairs within a community is implemented. Those who believe that governance is a dynamic product
of social and political groups, and thus that the dynamics must be addressed, challenge the premise that modifying
structures will get governance “right”. However, the interaction mechanisms of different types of social groups may vary
according to the types of community members B, Insufficient attention has been paid to the interaction between different
saocial capital and community development concepts for marginalized people, so there is a need to take into account the
community governance mechanism in diverse neighborhoods, such as old residential communities in China.



References

1.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Fitzgerald, K.G.; Caro, F.G. An Overview of Age-Friendly Cities and Communities around the World. J. Aging Soc.
Policy 2014, 26, 1-18.

. Lui, C.-W.; Everingham, J.-A.; Warburton, J.; Cuthill, M.; Bartlett, H. What Makes a Community Age-Friendly: A Review

of International Literature. Australas. J. Ageing 2009, 28, 116-121.

. Mononen, K. Embodied Care: Affective Touch as a Facilitating Resource for Interaction between Caregivers and

Residents in a Care Home for Older Adults. Linguist. Vanguard 2019, 5, 20180036.

. Chen, Q.; Zhang, Z.; Mao, Y.; Deng, R.; Shui, Y.; Wang, K.; Hu, Y. Investigating the Influence of Age-Friendly

Community Infrastructure Facilities on the Health of the Elderly in China. Buildings 2023, 13, 341.

. Fang, E.F.; Scheibye-Knudsen, M.; Jahn, H.J.; Li, J.; Ling, L.; Guo, H.; Zhu, X.; Preedy, V.; Lu, H.; Bohr, V.A,; et al. A

Research Agenda for Aging in China in the 21st Century. Ageing Res. Rev. 2015, 24, 197-205.

. Wang, C.; Sierra Huertas, D.; Rowe, J.W.; Finkelstein, R.; Carstensen, L.L.; Jackson, R.B. Rethinking the Urban

Physical Environment for Century-Long Lives: From Age-Friendly to Longevity-Ready Cities. Nat. Aging 2021, 1, 1088—
1095.

. Carroll, S.; Ngrtoft, K. Co-Designing Age-Friendly Neighborhood Spaces in Copenhagen: Starting with an Age-Friendly

Co-Design Process. Architecture 2022, 2, 214-230.

. Chau, H.-W.; Jamei, E. Age-Friendly Built Environment. Encyclopedia 2021, 1, 781-791.

. Thompson, K. Age-Friendly Community Education: Fostering Health Behavior Change in a Medically Underserved

Community. Innov. Aging 2020, 4, 545.

Temple, B.; Glenister, C.; Raynes, N. Prioritising Home Care Needs: Research with Older People from Three Ethnic
Minority Community Groups. Health Soc. Care Community 2002, 10, 179-186.

Beard, J.R.; Montawi, B. Age and the Environment: The Global Movement towards Age-Friendly Cities and
Communities. J. Soc. Work Pract. 2015, 29, 5-11.

Vatn, A. An institutional analysis of payments for environmental services. Ecol. Econ. 2010, 69, 1245-1252.

Jing, L.; Huang, L. The Reconstruction of Community Public Service Supply Order in China; University of Electronic
Science & Technology China Press: Chengdu, China, 2014; pp. 492—-498.

. Liu, Y.; Xiong, H. Study on Governance of Rural Minority Communities in Western China; University of Electronic

Science & Technology China Press: Chengdu, China, 2010; pp. 481-486.
Ranson, S. Remaking public spaces for civil society. Crit. Stud. Educ. 2012, 53, 245-261.

Lu, F; Ding, M.; Sun, P. Research on the Priority of Comprehensive Renewal of Urban Old Residential Districts Based
on Residents’ Satisfaction: A Case Study of Harbin Well-off Residential District. Areal Res. Dev. 2019, 38, 75-79+91.

Yang, X.; Ni, P. A Study on the Renewal Performance of Shanty Towns and the Impact of Government Behaviors—
Based on the Investigation of Shanty Towns Reform Practices in Liaoning. Econ. Rev. J. 2016, 11, 22-28.

Kim, B.; Lee, J.; Chung, J. Double-edged cohesion: Multidimensional impacts of community governance’s cohesion in
community-driven development. Community Dev. 2021, 52, 486-504.

Gao, H.; Wang, T.; Gu, S. A Study of Resident Satisfaction and Factors That Influence Old Community Renewal Based
on Community Governance in Hangzhou: An Empirical Analysis. Land 2022, 11, 1421.

Ostrom, E.; Gardner, R.; Walker, J. Rules, Games, and Common-Pool Resources; University of Michigan Press: Ann
Arbor, MI, USA, 1994.

Muthuri, J.N.; Moon, J.; Idemudia, U. Corporate Innovation and Sustainable Community Development in Developing
Countries. Bus. Soc. 2012, 51, 355-381.

Cho, S.H.; Lee, T.K. A study on building sustainable communities in high-rise and high-density apartments-Focused on
living program. Build. Environ. 2011, 46, 1428-1435.

Dorsner, C. Social exclusion and participation in community development projects: Evidence from Senegal. Soc. Policy
Adm. 2004, 38, 366—382.

Moore, S. Exploring Models for Community Governance. Community-Led Open Publication Infrastructures for
Monographs (Copim). 2021. Available online: https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/wp4-report-exploring-models-for-
community-governance/release/1 (accessed on 1 December 2023).

Goerres, A.; Tepe, M.S. Age-Based Self-Interest, Intergenerational Solidarity and the Welfare State: A Comparative
Analysis of Older People’s Attitudes towards Public Childcare in 12 OECD Countries. SSRN Electron. J. 2008.



26. Adams, D.; Hess, M. Community in Public Policy: Fad or Foundation? Aust. J. Public Adm. 2001, 60, 13-23.

27. Ruger, J.P. Global Health Governance as Shared Health Governance. J. Epidemiol. Community Health 2011, 66, 653—
661.

28. Provan, K.G.; Kenis, P. Modes of Network Governance: Structure, Management, and Effectiveness. J. Public Adm.
Res. Theory 2007, 18, 229-252.

29. Baulkaran, V. A Quiet Revolution in Corporate Governance: An Examination of Voluntary Best Practice Governance
Policies. Int. Rev. Financ. 2013, 14, 459-483.

30. John, P,; Cole, A. Urban Regimes and Local Governance in Britain and France. Urban Aff. Rev. 1998, 33, 382-404.

31. Jun, H.-J. The Reciprocal Relationship between Social Capital and Community Development in a Korean Chinese
Enclave: The Case of Daerim 2-Dong in Seoul. Int. J. Urban Sci. 2022, 27, 518-542.

Retrieved from https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/history/show/122097



