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Solar photovoltaic (PV) is proliferating, it also poses operational challenges attributable to its unpredictability and
investment cost. Subsequently, solar PV exhibits variations inherent to renewable energy. These variations can
emerge at any interval from seconds to minutes, necessitating the deployment of supplemental energy
management devices. PV systems are additionally confronted by the cost differential during peak hours and the
power quality given to the power grid. Energy storage technologies are integral parts that can support PV systems

to be able to provide energy for longer hours in the absence of sunlight.

load shedding battery energy storage systems (BESS) photovoltaic (PV)

1. Solar Photovoltaic (PV) and Battery Energy Storage
System

The rooftop solar PV systems convert solar radiation into electrical energy that may be consumed by South African
residents, as shown in Figure 1 . Any power that is not utilized is fed into the main grid. To conserve energy
generated throughout the day, large-scale batteries can be coupled to solar PV systems. When the system is not
producing enough power, particularly at night or in adverse weather conditions, this energy may be consumed.
Using the power generated by a solar PV system throughout the day alleviates the amount of power purchased
from the grid, lowering the energy costs.
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Figure 1. Solar PV-Battery Energy Storage System.

1.1. Selection and Deploying a Solar PV-Battery System

A variety of factors will significantly affect which solar PV-battery system is ideal for a household, including:
e Amount of power and time of consumption;
» Dimensions of available rooftop space;

» Positioning and direction of solar PV panels.

Understanding the amount of energy consumption in a household may facilitate the evaluation of the impact of a
solar PV system on the energy costs and establish whether battery storage is a cost-effective option. To realize the

best options, licensed solar installers certified by South African PV GreenCard may further be consulted.

1.2. Emplacement of the Solar PV-Battery System
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When solar PV panels are oriented directly toward effective solar irradiation between 09:00 a.m. and 15:00 p.m.,

they achieve the greatest power generation:

 The PV panels must not be exposed to any shade. Even if a single PV cell is obscured by objects such as
branches, roof vents, or satellite dishes, many other PV cells will lose power. Due to variations in the flow of

energy through the panel, the latter will have a significant influence on the output of the panel.
» The efficacy of batteries can be affected by the temperature in the surrounding environment.

» Batteries necessitate a setting or housing that is well-insulated and well-ventilated. A battery enclosure should

ideally be placed on the south or west side of a South African building.

1.3. Connecting Solar PV-Battery System to the Power Grid

Under its jurisdiction to administer electricity tariffs in South Africa, the National Energy Regulator of South Africa
(NERSA) approved the establishment of a Renewable Energy Feed-in Tariff (REFIT) for the country. The feed-in
tariff obligates the Renewable Energy Purchasing Agency (REPA), to purchase renewable energy from eligible

producers at preset rates 23],

| 2. Battery Technologies
2.1. Lead-Acid Battery

The lead—acid battery, created in 1859, is the first kind of rechargeable battery ever developed ¥, Lead-acid

batteries have a suboptimal energy density when compared to contemporary rechargeable batteries.

Lead—acid cells are composed of lead alloy grids (solid electrodes) that operate as current collectors and
mechanically support the positive and negative active elements. The grids are interlaced with a permeable,
electrically isolator and arrayed as positive and negative plates. The plate stack is embedded into an adequately
contoured polymer housing to embody the cell elements and the electrolyte with the coupled positive and negative

plates, terminals, a lid and venting arrangements. The construction of a lead—acid battery is shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 2. Lead—acid battery construction.

The operating voltage of the lead—acid cell is reasonably high at approximately 2.05 V. The positive active material
(PAM) is considerably permeable lead dioxide (PbO2) and the negative active material (NAM) is delicately isolated
lead. The electrolyte utilized in the discharge process is thinned liquefied sulfuric acid (HSO,4). HSO,4 ions move to
the negative electrode during discharge, producing H+ ions and lead sulfate (SO427). Lead dioxide reacts with the
electrolyte at the positive electrode to yield lead sulfate particles and water (H,O), as shown in Figure 3. Both
electrodes are discharged to a feeble conductor, lead sulfate (PbSO,), and the electrolyte is incrementally diluted

as the discharge progresses. On charging, the reactions are reversible 28],
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Figure 3. Chemistry of lead—acid battery.

The most recent innovations & have used enhanced lead batteries in a variety of grid-related plans as well as
smaller-scale industrial and domestic energy storage applications. In recent years, systems with integrated super-
capacitors have been described in addition to conventional lead—acid batteries; they are commonly referred to as
carbon-enhanced (LC) lead batteries. These could have a negative electrode made of a mix of lead—acid and
supercapacitor negatives made of carbon. The positive electrode is exactly like the one in a typical lead—acid
battery in every way. The current tendency in operating renewable energy sources, especially solar PV sources, is
for periodic discharges rather than a continuous restoration of the battery to a full state of charge (SOC). This
partial state-of-charge (PSoC) behavior can be detrimental to lead—acid batteries since it induces permanent

corrosion of the negative electrode, and sustainable development strategies are still being investigated 2RI,

2.2. Lithium-lon Battery
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Lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries store energy in positive electrode materials composed of lithium extracts adequate for
reversible physical adsorption of Li-ions and negative electrode materials made of carbon and can properly support
Li in the solid state [£1l. Since Li interacts severely with water, non-aqueous electrolytes are employed 2. These
are ionizable organic diluents, such as propylene carbonate, in solution with adequate lithium salts. To improve the
safety of the cells, the separators are microporous plastic strips that may be covered with ceramic particles, as

shown in Figure 4.
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Figure 4. Chemistry and principal components of a lithium-ion battery.

Li-ion cells must be meticulously assessed in terms of safety. They have a high energy density and a volatile

organic electrolyte.

2.3. Sodium-Sulfur Battery

The anodes of sodium—sulfur (Na-S) batteries are viscous liquid sodium and sulfur, and they run at hot
temperatures, around 300 and 350 °C, to maintain the electrode’s liquid and to provide strong ionic conductivity in
the electrolyte, which is a ceramic material 13124 At processing temperature, the electrolyte is beta-alumina (b-
Al,O3), which transmits sodium ions. When sodium and sulfur are released, sodium polysulfide is produced 13,
They have a far superior energy density and durability over lead—acid batteries. To preclude cell defects from
proliferating, security is essential, and careful design is essential. The chemistry and principal components of a

sodium-sulfur battery are shown in Figure 5.
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Figure 5. Chemistry and principal components of a sodium—sulfur battery.

Although Na-S batteries are made from abundant and inexpensive raw items, the production processes, as well as
the necessity for insulation, cooling, and temperature control, make them fairly pricey. They are more cost-effective
in large units since the thermal management of smaller batteries contributes to the cost relative to the battery’s

volume. As a consequence, they are primarily employed for utility load levelling in big substations.

2.4. Sodium-Nickel Chloride Battery

In Na-NiCl, batteries, a beta-alumina electrolyte is employed; however, the cathode is nickel chloride submerged in
sodium aluminum chloride (NaAICl,), a molten salt that conducts sodium ions, as opposed to a sulfur electrode [16]
Nickel metal and sodium chloride are created when sodium reacts with nickel chloride during discharge [L6IL7 The
system still needs heating, insulation, and temperature control even though it operates at a lower temperature than
Na-S batteries (300 °C) (18] Compared to Na-S batteries, the energy density is higher, but the battery life is longer.

Figure 6 depicts the chemistry and main parts of a sodium—nickel chloride battery.

https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/26685 7/13



Solar Photovoltaic in Battery Energy Storage System | Encyclopedia.pub

Seal o = =
Positive electrode

Nickel current collector
chloride "
dissolved =— Stainless steel can
in sodium negative electrode
tetrachloro-
aluminate [— g-alumina electrolyte

| i‘x. J
Sodium R

2Na + NICIl; = Ni + 2NacCl

Figure 6. Chemistry and principal components of a sodium—nickel chloride battery.

2.5. Flow Batteries

Utility-scale energy storage has some promise thanks to flow batteries. There are many different compositions, but
they all have energy-producing cells with electrode material stored remotely, making it possible for very large
storage batteries to be made [19]29] " \ianadium redox batteries (VRB) are made up of cells with carbon composite
electrodes submerged in a fluid containing aqueous acid and vanadium sulfate, with different valence states
separated by an ion-selective membrane. At the positive electrode during discharge, V°* is converted to V**, while
V2* is converted to V3" at the negative electrode. The volume of the vanadium sulfate solution, and hence the
battery’s capacity, is potentially limitless because it is kept in a storage tank. Recharging causes reverse reactions,
which replenish the materials. The batteries are complicated to use and made of heavy materials, but their
expected lifespan is very lengthy. Only a few prototype systems have been implemented so far, and given the size
of the battery, VRB batteries are only practical for utility energy storage. Figure 7 depicts the chemistry and main

parts of a vanadium redox flow battery.
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Figure 7. Chemistry and principal components of a vanadium redox flow battery.

Another kind of flow battery is the zinc—bromine (Zn-Br,) battery, as shown in Figure 8. Zinc bromide is
synthesized when Zn reacts with Br, within the cell. Br, is injected into cells with carbon electrodes and a

microporous plastic separator in an aqueous solution as an organic complexing agent [211122]
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Figure 8. Chemistry and principal components of a zinc—bromine battery.

Metallic Zn is formed on charging, and while Br, is housed in tanks, the Zn electrode enforces a limit on the
capacity for any specific design. The price is cheaper than VRB batteries, but the average lifetime is less. The
discharge of bromine is a perceived threat that must be avoided. Zn-Br, batteries, like other flow batteries, have
only been employed in moderate nhumbers for utility usage. There are a few similar types of flow batteries, such as

iron—chromium batteries; however, they are not broadly utilized.

The technical comparison of the aforementioned battery technologies has been tabulated as demonstrated in
Table 1.

Table 1. Technical comparison of battery technology in South Africa AEIEIZIBIEI101[11][12][13][14][15][16][17](18]

. . Sodium- Zinc- -
Battery Lead[é-]Amd Lithium-lon E] Sodlunr[é]—Squur Nickel BROMINE\Q:G? :)I(u[:_;?
Chloride 7 (8]
Energy density 80-90 250-693 110 100-120 15-65 15-25

(WhiL)
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60 °C

- Recyclable

- No fire

hazards

- —80%
Depth of
discharge

- Expensive

to use

Zinc-

BRO[gl\]IIINE\g:;:)i(u[gT
18 e
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10%/day
2
75.9% 0 o0%

<
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- Low energy
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Pumps
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