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Frederick 1l of Hohenstaufen, King of Sicily (1208-1250). Frederick Il of Hohenstaufen was the second king of the
Swabian dynasty to sit on the throne of Sicily. He was crowned in 1198, but, in consideration of his young age, he only
ruled independently from 1208 to 1250 (the year of his death). He not only held the title of King of Sicily but also was the
King of Germany (or of the Romans), the King of Jerusalem, and, above all, Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. His most
relevant and innovative iconographic representations were in Southern ltaly. For this reason, we focus on the images in
this geographical context. In particular, we have nine official (that is, those commissioned directly by him or his entourage)
representations of him: the bull (in three main versions), the seal (in three main versions), five coins (four denari and one
augustale), the statue of the Capua Gate, and the lost image of the imperial palace in Naples.
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Frederick 1l of Hohenstaufen was crowned King of Sicily when he was less than four years old, but, at the beginning of his
reign, he was under the regency of his mother, Constance (until 27 November 1198), and of Pope Innocent Il (until 25
December 1208). After this period, he ruled independently until his death (13 December 1250). Frederick 1l was not only
King of Sicily but also King of Germany or of the Romans (1212-1250), King of Jerusalem (1225-1250), and, above all,
Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire (1220-1250) (for general information about Frederick Il of Hohenstaufen, see: [H[2IE]
[ISICI7BIGNL0LL) - His most relevant and innovative iconographic representations were in Southern Italy, and, for this
reason, we focus on the images in this geographical context. Historians have identified Frederick Il in numerous artifacts,
but, in reality, only a limited number of them can be considered real and official representations of the Swabian ruler (that
is, those commissioned directly by him or his entourage). In particular, we have nine images: the bull (in three main
versions), the seal (in three main versions), five coins (four denari and one augustale), the statue of the Capua Gate, and
the lost image of the imperial palace in Naples (on the identification of Frederick II's official images, see: 12 (pp. 82-87)).

References

1. Kantorowicz, E.H. Federico Il imperatore; Garzanti: Milano, Italy, 2000; (Original edition Berlin, 1927-1931).

2. Abulafia, D. Federico Il. Un imperatore medievale; Einaudi: Torino, Italy, 1993; (Original edition London, 1988).
3. Federico Il; Toubert, P.; Paravicini Bagliani, A. (Eds.) Sellerio: Palermo, Italy, 1994.

4. Federico Il. Immagine e potere; Calo Mariani, M.S.; Cassano, R. (Eds.) Marsilio: Venezia, Italy, 1995.

5. Federico Il e I'ltalia. Percorsi, Luoghi, Segni e Strumenti; Fonseca, C.D. (Ed.) De Luca: Roma, Italy, 1995.

6. Mezzogiorno. Federico Il. Mezzogiorno; Fonseca, C.D. (Ed.) De Luca: Roma, Italy, 1999.

7. Enciclopedia fridericiana; Zecchino, O. (Ed.) Istituto dell’Enciclopedia Italiana: Roma, Italy, 2005.

8. Kaiser Friedrich 1. (1194-1250). Welt und Kultur des Mittelmeerraums; Fansa, M.; Ermete, K. (Eds.) von Zabern:
Mainz am Rhein, Germany, 2008.

9. Sturner, W. Federico Il e 'apogeo dell'Impero; Salerno: Roma, Italy, 2009; (Original edition Darmstadt, 1992—2000).
10. Houben, H. Federico Il. Imperatore, uomo, mito; il Mulino: Bologna, Italy, 2009; (Original edition Stuttgart, 2008).
11. Rader, O. Friedrich IlI.: der Sizilianer auf dem Kaiserthron. Eine Biographie; Beck: Minchen, Germany, 2010.

12. Vagnoni, M. Epifanie del corpo in immagine dei re di Sicilia (1130-1266); Palermo University Press: Palermo, Italy,
2019.



Retrieved from https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/history/show/52196



