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Social environment may the formation of citizens' attitudes toward the natural environment, namely, the environmental
attitudes.
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| 1. The Significance of the Social Environment

People create the environment from which they learn and where they receive the negative elements that shape the
behavior of young people. Negative behavior is the result of immature thinking and lack of life experience. Social
environmental factors can influence and be a source of learning in shaping behavior through various social learning
models . Social maturity is the ability to achieve an acceptable level of social behavior. Students should be exposed to
socially mature people so that they can model their behavior accordingly 2.

Attitudes and motivation are transmitted from the social environment to the child when they are growing up and are
essential sources of motivation and attitude formation. The social environment comprises different levels of influence on
the child: The most influential are the family and peers, the school, neighbors, the media, and the parental workplace. The
child is influenced by society, culture, history, economics, and national laws El. Thomas ! observed that, within the family,
mothers are more concerned about the health and safety of their children, while fathers are generally more concerned
about the material well-being of the family and less concerned about the environment. The family environment influences
the performance of students and inspires parents to develop appropriate attitudes toward school and education, cultural
baggage, and a value system I, The family environment plays an important role in the well-being and social development
of adolescents (6],

The classroom social environment focuses on the learning and competences of students and includes a range of effective
teaching strategies that challenge and motivate students. Stewart [ indicated that the school environment, in addition to
the professional experience of teachers, influences the teaching of philosophy and attitudes toward learning, which can
affect the perception of students about the social environment of the classroom. This environment enhances the
motivation, well-being, and adjustment of adolescents at school by developing their academic and social competences.
School is a privileged place for promoting well-being, where adolescents can be happy and healthy by making friends,
developing social and emotional skills, and developing their personality [&. Garibaldi ¥ saw schools as emotional systems
that develop social, emotional, and academic skills in children and young people that help them make friends, resolve
conflicts respectfully, and make ethical choices.

| 2. Ecological Approach to Nature

The guiding principles of environmental issues are behavioral principles 29. Teaching must be based on the knowledge
and attitudes of students toward environmental protection. The diversity of traditions, religious and spiritual attitudes, and
philosophies can lead to different views of nature and the environment. By understanding the relationship between human
attitudes toward the environment and the factors that influence these attitudes, it is possible to find the right way of
teaching to improve societal attitudes toward nature (11,

Tarfaoui (12 noted that attitudes tend to evaluate an object favorably or unfavorably and can also define and guide action
and dictate behavior. Marcinkowski 12! indicated that attitudes have cognitive, affective, and behavioral components such
as dispositions that can influence behavior. Predicting a specific behavior requires a specific attitude toward that behavior.
When the specificity of attitude and behavior is high, attitude is more likely to predict behavior and the relationship
between the two becomes stronger. Environmental behavior is different from environmental attitudes, and attitudes alone
do not guarantee environmental behavior 2. Attitudes predict or influence behavior, which depends on many factors
(beliefs, the nature and strength of emotions, etc.). Marcinkowski 23! defined environmental behavior as the attitude of an



actor, as a behavior that aims to change the environment and an intention that becomes an independent cause of the
behavior but may have no effect on the environment. An intention is both a personal factor, whereby a person favours or
disfavours a particular behaviour, and a social factor, whereby there is perceived social pressure to perform or not to
perform the behaviour 24, Leeuw 22 notes that negative behavior is the result of immature thinking and lack of life
experience. Young people bear the burden of past and present environmental neglect, which is also a driver of behavior
change.

Attitudes have three components: The cognitive attitude, which consists of individual beliefs or opinions; the conative
attitude, which expresses the emotional aspect; and the affective attitude, which manifests itself through human behavior
8171 attitudes as a combination of beliefs, emotions, and behavior toward the environment, based on knowledge and
information on environmental issues, create positive attitudes toward the environment and environmental education sy,
Behaviours are beliefs that influence attitudes towards behaviour, and normative beliefs, which are the main determinants
of subjective norms. Each behavioural belief links a behaviour to a particular outcome or to some other attribute, such as
the costs incurred in performing the behaviour. “...Subjective value then contributes to the attitude toward the behavior in
direct proportion to the strength of the belief, i.e., the subjective probability that performing the behavior will lead to the
outcome under consideration” (p. 455, 14)). Lucarelli defines pro-environmental behaviour as behaviour that consciously
seeks to reduce the “negative impacts of the one’s actions on the on natural and the built world 22,

Human behavior has led to environmental problems, which are moral problems that require ethics and morality to
overcome. The ecocrisis that humanity is experiencing is the result of fundamental philosophical errors in thinking about
ourselves, nature, and the ecosystem as a whole. Misperceptions can lead to mistreatment of nature. Preventing a more
severe crisis requires appropriate human attitudes and behavior in our relationship with nature and with other people
throughout the ecosystem 29, To reduce environmental degradation, we need to educate the public about environmental
issues by providing knowledge, skills, values, environmental attitudes, and solutions to environmental problems 24,

The beliefs, values, and attitudes of a person influence their behavior. Attitude is defined as an evaluation “...based on
cognitive, emotional, and behavioral information and is a combination of cognition, feelings, and readiness to do
something” (p. 145, 22)). In order to change their behavior, people must first change their attitudes 22, which are shaped
by their emotions, opinions, and behavior toward an object. Saricam 23! indicated that if a person has a positive attitude
toward an object, they will tend to behave positively, i.e., the person will show concern for the object and help it. Attitudes
toward the environment are also shaped by all of the positive or negative opinions a person has about the environment
and their behavior toward it. A stronger emotional response from a person can lead to favorable environmental behavior.
Emotional connection is important in shaping beliefs, values, and attitudes toward the environment [24],

| 2. Influence of the Social Environment on Ecological Attitudes

As social beings with their own personality, human beings are influenced by their environment, which is unique in its
nature and in the way that it influences human behavior 3. The cultural environment shapes the person who accepts
himself or herself as a member of a particular group and affirms it through their behavior. Mahalakshmi 28 observed that
there is a link between personality and the home environment in which personal values are formed. Kiiciik 22 noted that
the behavior of people shows how they are influenced by family, environment, and education. For the students, school
becomes an environment characterized by different behaviors than in a smaller family environment, as well as
experiences of self-reliance, conflict, and getting along with other students and teachers [24. For children and
adolescents, school is an important part of society, where they spend a lot of time and have new opportunities to interact
with their peers and adults. A positive school experience is a healthy ecological environment in which social and emotional
development takes place, caring for the quality of life of the community, both individually and collectively. The social,
emotional, and academic needs of all students can therefore be adequately addressed by appropriate school policies 128!,

For Lithuanian students, school is not the environment in which they can fully develop themselves, and the institution is
not crucial for their behavior in nature. This shows that the ongoing reforms in Lithuania are not adequate and have a
negative impact on pupils, who should feel comfortable developing themselves as individuals who are responsible not
only for themselves but also for their behavior in nature.

The members of a family environment are emotionally connected, in which each family member is accepted
unconditionally through love. The family function expresses the ability to protect the family by resolving conflicts, forging
alliances between members, achieving discipline, etc. Zakiei 22 noted that in well-functioning families, children are free to
express their opinions, to speak their minds on a range of issues, and to make suggestions when necessary. The
emotional support of the family helps a person to shape their personality. Jogdan B pointed out that parents are the first



guides and teachers in the lives of their children, meeting their physical and emotional needs and providing social and
psychological support. The presence of parents here and now increases the awareness of a child, preventing them from
being subjected to peer group pressure or the influence of the outside world B9, Parenting styles and parental attitudes
have a strong influence on the psychosocial and personality development of adolescents, and the quality of relationships
is a determining factor for adjustment and interpersonal communication B1. In Lithuania, family is more important than
school for students in terms of outdoor behavior. This shows that families are talking about nature, the problems caused
by climate change and its consequences, and the aspect of responsibility. Students and their families are not indifferent to
or unaware of environmental problems, and at the same time, they encourage appropriate personal behavior.

Ajzen 24 highlights that behaviour is controlled by a voluntary decision to do or not to do it, which depends on the
availability of suitable opportunities or resources (time, money, skills, cooperation of others, etc.). Outdoor behavior is
most influenced by friends, who receive information about nature from school and family. The human and ecological
values of the students show that they adjust their behavior on the basis of these values, suggesting that both the family
and the school are providing appropriate value arguments. Chang 22 noted that every interpersonal relationship is a
unique social context, and the complex interplay of circumstances shapes the values, attitudes, behaviors, and beliefs of
people. Herein confirms the similarity of the behaviors that adolescents value in friendship. The importance of the
experience of friends and close peers as an indicator of life satisfaction is significant, because satisfied individuals tend to
have stronger and more intimate social relationships B3l. However, peer groups are often more likely to encourage or
endorse risky behavior than families, as adolescents have increasing autonomy in their choice of friends, which depends
on the values passed on by parents. For children, parental values determine the rules and boundaries set for behavior
and the everyday family atmosphere, which serves as a model for behavior 241,

This entry is adapted from 10.3390/su132011436

References

1. Arifin, R.; Binti, M.; Wahab, N.B.A.; Teh, K.S.; Bin, M.; Otman, M.S. Influence of Social Environment on Student’s
Behaviour. Int. J. Acad. Res. Bus. Soc. Sci. 2018, 8, 930-939.

2. Manju, N.D. Social maturity of B. Ed student teachers. Int. J. Innov. Res. Educ. Sci. 2016, 3, 24-28.

3. Kovacs, A. The Role of Social Environment in the Formation of Adult English Language Learners’ Attitudes to Learning
English: A Pilot Study. WoPalLP 2011, 5, 100-117.

4. Thomas, G.O.; Fisher, R.; Whitmarsh, L.; Milfont, T.L.; Poortinga, W. The impact of parenthood on environmental
attitudes and behaviour: A longitudinal investigation of the legacy hypothesis. Popul. Environ. 2018, 39, 261-276.

5. Langa, C.; Langa, C. The impact of social environment on scholar activities of primary school’s pupils. Eur. Proc. Soc.
Behav. Sci. 2017, 1-14.

6. Anand, A.K.; Kunwar, N.; Kumar, A. Impact of different Factors on Social Maturity of Adolescents of Coed-School. Int.
Res. J. Soc. Sci. 2014, 3, 35-37.

7. Stewart, K. Examining Student and Teacher Perceptions of the Classroom Social Environment across School Context:
Effects of Individual Factors. Ph.D. Thesis, Psychological and Social Foundations, University of South Florida, Tampa,
FL, USA, 2016. Available online: http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/etd/6400 (accessed on 10 May 2021).

8. Moreira, P.; Pedras, S.; Pombo, P. Students’ Personality Contributes More to Academic Performance than Well-Being
and Learning Approach—Implications for Sustainable Development and Education. Eur. J. Investig. Health Psychol.
Educ. 2020, 10, 1132-1149.

9. Garibaldi, M.; Josias, L. Designing schools to Support Socialization Processes of Students. Procedia Manuf. 2015, 3,
1587-1594.

10. Karakaya, F.; Yilmaz, M. Environmental ethics awareness of teachers. Int. Electron. J. Environ. Educ. 2017, 7, 105—
115.

11. Hebel, F.L.; Montpied, P. What can influence students’ environmental attitudes? Results from a study of 15-year-old
students in France. Int. J. Environ. Sci. Educ. 2014, 9, 329-345.

12. Tarfaoui, D.; Zkim, S. Ecological attitude—Behavior gap: A theoretical analysis. Int. J. Econ. Strateg. Manag. Bus.
Process 2017, 8, 33-38.



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.
25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Marcinkowski, T.; Reid, A. Reviews of research on the attitude—behavior relationship and their implications for future
environmental education research. Environ. Educ. Res. 2019, 25, 459-471.

Ajzen, I. The Theory of Planned Behavior: Frequently Asked Questions. Hum. Behav. Emerg. Tech. 2020, 2, 314-324.

De Leeuw, A.; Valois, P.; Ajzen, |.; Schmidt, P. Using the theory of planned behavior to identify key beliefs underlying
pro-environmental behavior in high-school students: Implications for educational interventions. J. Environ. Psychol.
2015, 42, 128-138.

Varah, F.; Mahongnao, M.; Francis, D.J.; Shimrah, T. Measuring environmental attitudes and behaviors: A study of
undergraduate students in Delhi. Nat. Hazards 2020, 103, 1291-1306.

Yapici, G.; Ogenler, O.; Kurt, A.O.; Sasmaz, F.K.T. Assessment of environmental attitudes and risk perceptions among
university students in Mersin, Turkey. J. Environ. Public Health 2017, 2017, 5650926.

Gustria, A.; Fauzi, A. Analysis of high school students’ environmental attitude. J. Phys. Conf. Ser. 2019, 1185, 1-5.

Lucarelli, C.; Mazzoli, C.; Severini, S. Applying the Theory of Planned Behavior to Examine Pro-Environmental
Behavior: The Moderating Effect of COVID-19 Beliefs. Sustainability 2020, 12, 10556.

Syabhri, M. Developing students’ environmental attitude through malang waste bank program. Adv. Soc. Sci. Educ.
Humanit. Res. 2019, 349, 297-300.

La Fua, J.; Wekke, 1.; Sabara, Z.; Nurlila, R. Development of Environmental Care Attitude of Students through Religion
Education Approach in Indonesia. IOP Conf. Ser. Earth Environ. Sci. 2018, 175, 012229.

Omran, M.S. The effect of educating environmental ethics on behavior and attitude to environment protection. Eur.
Online J. Nat. Soc. Sci. 2014, 3, 141-150.

Sarigam, H.; Sahin, S.H. The Relationship between the Environmental Awareness, Environmental Attitude, Curiosity
and Exploration in Highly Gifted Students: Structural Equation Modelling. Educ. Process. Int. J. 2015, 4, 7-17.

Jena, L.K.; Behera, B. Pork consumer preferences in Swaziland. Int. J. Dev. Sustain. 2017, 6, 561-574.

Siramkaya, S.B.; Aydin, D.; Siramkaya, S.B. “Social Space” Concept in the Psycho—Social Development of University
Youth and its Exemplification in Faculty Buildings *. Procedia—Soc. Behav. Sci. 2014, 140, 246—-254.

Mahalakshmi, D.; Kalaivani, C.; Pugalenthi, N. PERSONALITY and home environment among the higher secondary
school students. Shanlax Int. J. Educ. 2015, 4, 40-47.

Kiicuik, S.; Habaci, M.; Goktiirk, T.; Urker, A.; Adiguzelli, F. Role of family, environment and educat on on the personal ty
development. Middle-East J. Sci. Res. 2012, 12, 1078-1084.

Lépez, V.; Torres-Vallejos, J.; Ascorra, P.; Gonzdalez, L.; Ortiz, S.; Bilbao, M. Contributions of Individual, Family, and
School Characteristics to Chilean Students’ Social Well-Being at School. Front. Psychol. 2021, 12, 620895.

Zakiei, A.; Vafapoor, H.; Alikhani, M.; Farnia, V.; Radmehr, F. The relationship between family function and personality
traits with general self-efficacy (parallel samples studies). BMC Psychol. 2020, 8, 1-11.

Jogdand, S.S.; Naik, J. Study of family factors in association with behavior problems amongst children of 6-18 years
age group. Int. J. Appl. Basic Med. Res. 2014, 4, 86-89.

Arulsubila, M.; Subasree, R. Parenting styles influencing personality development of catering students. Int. J. Indian
Psychol. 2016, 4, 181-188.

Chang, C.-Y. The effects of friendship and antipathy networks on adolescent attitude similarity. Int. J. Adolesc. Youth
2015, 20, 407-428.

Amati, V.; Meggiolaro, S.; Rivellini, G.; Zaccarin, S. Social relations and life satisfaction: The role of friends. Genus
2018, 74, 7.

Alvarez-Garcia, D.; Gonzéalez-Castro, P.; Nifiez, J.C.; Rodriguez, C.; Cerezo, R. Impact of Family and Friends on
Antisocial Adolescent Behavior: The Mediating Role of Impulsivity and Empathy. Front. Psychol. 2019, 10, 2071.

Retrieved from https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/history/show/36095



